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‘‘This is a public health issue,’’ he said. 

‘‘This is not a political correctness issue.’’ 
Also on the panel were two students from 

Cooperstown High School and the school 
board’s president, who earlier this year were 
behind the decision to change the school’s 
team from the Redskins to the Hawkeyes. 
The Oneida Nation later paid for the school’s 
new uniforms. 

The tribe, which has about 1,000 members, 
has prospered in the casino and resort busi-
ness and has pledged $10 million over 10 
years to the American Indian museum. 

The tribe also sponsors the Buffalo Bills 
and has a ‘‘vested interest in the league 
being a unifying force,’’ Halbritter said. 

‘‘As an Indian nation that values the idea 
of mutual respect, we only have one simple 
objective in all of this,’’ Halbritter said. ‘‘We 
no longer want to be treated as targets of ra-
cial slurs. We don’t want our children to be 
treated as targets of racial slurs. We want to 
be treated as what we are: Americans.’’ 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF MARVIN 
COGHILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. HOLDING) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor today to pay tribute to my 
friend Marvin Coghill, a great North 
Carolinian who passed away on August 
18. Marvin was an international leader 
in the tobacco industry, but much 
more than this, he loved the Old North 
State, and his many acts of kindness 
and generosity exemplify the good and 
humble man that he was. 

Marvin was born and raised in a 
farming community in Vance County. 
Always the diplomat, Marvin studied 
at NC State University for a year, then 
went up the road to rival UNC-Chapel 
Hill. His college days were cut short in 
1952, though, when he joined the U.S. 
Navy and honorably served our country 
in the Korean War. 

The end of Marvin’s military service 
marked the beginning of his career 
with Standard Commercial Tobacco 
Company in London in 1957. He trav-
eled thousands of miles from eastern 
North Carolina on behalf of Standard 
Commercial, eventually settling in 
Thailand in 1963, where he married his 
first wife, Tomoe. 

Rising through the ranks, Marvin 
was named president and CEO of 
Standard Commercial in 1980. A year 
later, his adventure came full circle 
when he returned to North Carolina. 
For the rest of his life, he called Wilson 
his home. A man of great talents, he 
continued to lead Standard Commer-
cial until his retirement in 2000. 

In his later years, Marvin would be 
honored with countless local awards 
and recognitions, and many organiza-
tions, including Wilson Medical Center 
Foundation, the Salvation Army Boys 
and Girls Club, and the Tobacco Farm 
Life Museum benefited from Marvin’s 
generosity. 

Marvin also became deeply involved 
as a cofounder of Wilson Youth United, 
an organization dedicated to improving 
the prospects of at-risk youths. 

But that was just like Marvin. He 
had personally helped pay for many 
young folks to attend college, and after 
retirement, he redirected his consider-
able talents towards improving his 
community. 

It was also in retirement that he 
married fellow Henderson native, Anne 
Coghill. 

One of Marvin’s great contributions 
to the world was his love of people. 
With his impeccable manners and gift 
of storytelling, any conversation with 
Marvin was a real delight. He saw what 
men and women were capable of, and 
throughout his life, he always brought 
out the best in people. Always out-
wardly focused, Marvin looked for ways 
to enrich the lives of people around 
him. 

Through the years, you’d often find 
Marvin enjoying breakfast at the Coun-
try Restaurant in Wilson. He was very 
modest, and you would never expect, 
when you first met him, that you were 
talking to one of the true titans of the 
tobacco industry worldwide. 

But you were always touched by his 
big heart and bigger personality, and 
each and every one of us is a better 
person for having met and known my 
friend Marvin Coghill. He will be great-
ly missed by me and many others 
throughout the world. 
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END THE TRAVESTY AND DO 
WHAT’S RIGHT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to start this morning with some-
thing that we, as Democrats and Re-
publicans, can immediately address. 

Coming from a State that has sent 
probably one of the largest percentages 
of men and women to our faraway 
shores as members of the United States 
military and, in particular, Afghani-
stan, I stand here today to reach out to 
the Pentagon and to others to be able 
to embrace the five families that are 
now facing the most devastating news: 
that their loved one was lost in Af-
ghanistan in a war over the weekend. 

Yes, as we bring our troops home, as 
I’ve advocated for a very, very long 
time, as well in Iraq, our soldiers are 
still dying in a place of war. 

I want immediately for the $100,000 
death benefit and the flight to Dover to 
be given to these families. I’m reaching 
out to the Pentagon, writing a letter, 
and asking that this be immediately 
resolved. 

Last week, we passed legislation to 
indicate that the United States mili-
tary would continue to be paid. I, as a 
lawyer, not in military law, could 
make the argument and make it today 
on the floor of the House that that 
gives authority to provide those death 
benefits and, as well, the transpor-
tation cost to Dover Air Force Base. 

If we can do anything, if we cannot 
do much, we certainly can come to-
gether around the brave men and 
women in the United States military. 

This shutdown is shameful. It is in-
dicative of the worst of not appre-
ciating the institution of this place and 
the priority of the American people. 

But I know that there is a great love 
and affection and recognition that, but 
for those who leave this place, the 
United States of America, willingly, to 
sacrifice their lives on behalf of the 
great freedom that this country pro-
motes, the constitutional government 
that this country supports, and is val-
ued through the Constitution—there is 
no way that I will continue to stand 
here on this floor in the midst of a 
shutdown and allow this travesty to 
occur. 

So I am asking that we immediately 
respond to these individuals and these 
families, and we let them know that 
God loves them and so does this Na-
tion, which appreciates and is grateful 
for the sacrifices of their loved ones. 

It is a grateful Nation, and we will 
not stand for this outrage that impacts 
these innocent families who now, not 
only are mourning the tragedy of the 
loss of a young life, but also the devas-
tation of a response. 

I don’t know why we continue in this 
shutdown that is, frankly, a situation 
that is, in essence, not following the 
parliamentary procedures. 

b 1100 
We know that the process of budg-

eting is a separate process from open-
ing the doors of the government, and I 
just cited the tragedy that I want to 
have a solution to. But as I say that, I 
want us to have a solution to turning 
the tide on opening the government. 

We know that there are enough Re-
publicans and Democrats who would 
vote for a clean bill to open this House 
right now. I say this because it pains 
me to hear of the tragedy that I just 
spoke of, which I look to be resolved 
within hours, and I say that broadly to 
the military families around America 
and around the world. 

But in addition to solving that crisis, 
we need to be able to open the govern-
ment for veterans. In the next couple 
of days, they will see those veterans 
centers shut down. Those are the cen-
ters where veterans go for employment 
and benefit issues they have. 

A couple of weeks ago, I stood before 
the DeGeorge Hotel in Houston, Texas, 
which is now a veterans center and a 
home for homeless veterans. I was 
there with people who said, My life has 
not been the best. I served my country, 
but this is my home now. I don’t want 
to move. I want to get on my feet and 
live in the DeGeorge Hotel. 

These are men and women who were 
willing to put on the Nation’s uniform 
and offer themselves in Vietnam and 
many places around the world and now 
have come to a point where they’re 
homeless and being served by veterans 
resources, and now we’re telling them 
that they cannot have the services that 
they need. 

In a couple of days, the Federal 
courts are looking at possibly shutting 
down Federal courts. 
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